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1 wish % inform' Seu- that the medYoul 1em cioried onb

1n escordance with yowr instrwctioms of al officers smd airmen

stationed oversess and in the Internal Zone has been. completed, I emclose
herewith the dettiled repokt om this' matier prepared by & grovp of experts. \

Availing mynelf of the ty I wish to make several .
observetions in this connectien sai drew ywer sttemtion to the followimg: \
According to the estimates mede by the experts, 57.3 per cent of
all crew members that have undergoRe the exmmination suffer frem poyehe-

neuroels. It is an iwpressive figure i cxamot fail to cmse alerm.
The report indicates that the situstion is especially advarse smomg the
officers snd airmen serving oversess N Ve -

Strategic Air Comsiamd of the Intermsl Zons.
will deal omly with the latter category.)

2., Most striking in general 418 the comditiom of peychostenia
vhich in majority of cases fimds its expression in sxcessive
abllity, in actions inadequately controlled by the subject's will, in
#11 sorts of phobias, particularly im ®f1ight phobia® as well a8 hysterical

syodromes snd fits of unaccountable animosity. \
After sn additional thorough study of the data on this problem \

Aﬂ

a:i

A

o

£
5

7

7

3.
we have ascertained that the accidents that have occured daring the last

eix months on Midway Island, at the Cooke AFB (Calif.) and st the Patuxent
River AFB (Md.) as well as opening of fire om the civil populatiom (Wisc.)
and a mumber of similar cases have occured not so wuch for the ressons of
technical failures as dus to peychic deficiency of the crew ssmbers,

L. The study of the cases of the chronic overstruin of the
nervous system among the pilota and navigators of she Strategic Alr
Conmand indicates that the chisf factors conducive to such a condition
are the [cllowing: a great strain particularly due to intercontinental
fighta excessive and systematic use of alcohol (quite often even in
flight), use of narcotic drugs (particularly cigarettes containing
opium and marilmana); sexnal excesses and perversioms) extrome fatigce
doe to constamt card playing. Mun_un-nnldwiwun
typioal condition of all crev members making flights with atomic and
H-bombs. (See p.p. 17-2L, special section of the enclosed report.)
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’ mmmemummqmwumr
consulted a pumber of representatives of the Alr Forces regarding the
means on how to improve the physical condition of pilots amd nsvigators. -
These represontatives insist that the flight personne]l must be thorowghly
renevwed. I believe you will agree, hewever, that this is practically
inpossible to do.

Our repssted attespts since early 195) to raise the physical ’**QV%
requirements of persons entering the USAF have excountered the resistance °
of the Air Force Command., The AFC fcars, amd I believe not without reason,

necessary minimum of officers and alrmen. Moreover the mumber of young
men entering flying schobls, as you are mare, has drastically decressed
lately and the tendency is contimiing.

6, I am no expert in aviation technique and engineering, yet
1 hold that cortaim measures proposec by experts i.e. further irprovemsnt
of -aircraft equipment, brighter lights of the ground signal systess and
beacons, installation of additiomal direction signs, etc. will no dombt
decrease to some extent the mumber of accidents. On =y part I would ask
for more time to think over suggestions on how to improve medical service
in the USAF, I must admit with all sincerity, however, that the proposed
engineering measures as well as any possible measures concerning medical
gervice will not solve the problem of radical improvement of the physicel
condition of the USAF personnel as a whole wvhich according to the dats
supplied by the last medical examination is far below the contemporary

requirements.

I would deam it expedient to acquaint the USAF Chief of Staff,
the Commsnders of Strategic and Tactical Air Commsncs, the USAF Commenders
in Europe and the Pacific Zone as well as Cosmanders of the Umits with
the report of the experts and particularly with their comclusions and
suggesticas.

~

Sincerely yours,

G

Fraok B. Berry, M.D. ~
istant Secretary of Defense
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ANNEX 3

The Berry Letter,
as surfaced in
Neues Deutschland
on 7 May 1958
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